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PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.102(d) 

Sir: 

The applicants hereby petition the Commissioner to make special the 
examining procedure for the subject application and submit herewith the required fee 
as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.1 17(h). 

A^PYJ^fjhe_cla jms 15-32 are^ ncloeed-herewith. The applicants believe 



that all of the claims are directed to a single invention. 

The present application is based on a PCT application on which a search was 
conducted by the Japanese Patent Office. A copy of that search report is enclosed 
herewith. Copies of the references deemed most closely related to the subject matter 
by the present claims are already of record inasmuch as they were presented in a 
recently filed Information Disclosure Statement. A detailed discussion of those 
references, together with how the claimed subject patent matter is patentable over 
those references is presented hereinbelow. 

In the international search report relating to the present application, the 
following documents are cited as "documents recognized as relevant". g 

1 . Japanese Published Patent Application No. Hei. 0 1 -26 1989 ? 3 

2. Japanese Published Patent Application No. Hei. 06-105337 2 

3. Japanese Published Patent Application No. Hei. 1 1-187034 || 
The present invention relates to a method and apparatus for transmitting a 

base band video signal which includes a decoded video signal and a signal g 





Serial No.: 10/088,468 

Petition Dated: February 20, 2004 

specifying the format of a video before the decoded video signal is decoded. In this 
way, an appropriate processing can be performed to a base band video signal on the 
basis of information relating to the video signal before the base band video signal is 
decoded. 

None of the more relevant references as described hereinabove, taken 
individually or in combination, shows or suggests the features of this invention. 

On the basis of the above information, the applicants request that the subject 
application be examined on an accelerated basis. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 



No. 50-0289. 



Respectfully submitted, 



WALL MARJAMA & BILINSKI LLP 




Reg. No. 26,441 



DFB/cmh 

Telephone: (3 1 5) 425-9000 



Customer No.: 20874 
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Preliminary Amendment Dated: January 16, 2004 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
above-captioned patent application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-14. (Cancelled) 

15. (New) A signal transmission unit, comprising: 

a signal transmitter transmitting a baseband video signal having a decoded 
video signal and transmitting information specifying video format of a video signal 
before the decoded video signal is decoded. 

16. (New) A signal transmission unit, comprising: 

a signal transmitter transmitting a baseband video signal having a decoded 
video signal and transmitting information specifying video format by which the 
video signal is encoded. 

17. (New) The signal transmission unit according to claim 15, wherein 
the information is transmitted in a blank period of the baseband video signal. 

18. (New) The signal transmission unit according to claim 16, wherein 
the information is transmitted in a blank period of the baseband video signal. 

19. (New) A signal transmission method, comprising: 
transmitting a baseband video signal having a decoded video signal; and 
transmitting information specifying video format of a video signal before the 

decoded video signal is decoded. 

20. (New) A signal transmission method, comprising: 
transmitting a baseband video signal having a decoded video signal; and 
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transmitting information specifying video format by which the video signal is 
encoded. 

21. (New) The signal transmission method according to claim 19, 
wherein the information transmitted in a blank period of the baseband video signal. 

22. (New) The signal transmission method according to claim 20, 
wherein the information transmitted in a blank period of the baseband video signal. 

23. (New) A signal transmission apparatus, comprising 

a signal transmitter operable to transmit a baseband video signal having a 
decoded video signal and operable to transmit information specifying a picture 
decoding method of a predetermined standard used to decode a video signal before 
the decoded video signal is decoded. 

24. (New) A signal transmission apparatus, comprising: 

a signal transmitter operable to transmit a baseband video signal having a 
decoded video signal and operable to transmit information specifying a picture 
encoding method of a predetermined standard used to encode a video signal to the 
decoded video signal. 

25. (New) A signal receiving apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver operable to receive a baseband video signal having a decoded 
picture and operable to receive information specifying a picture decoding method of 
a predetermined standard used to decode a picture before the decoded picture is 
decoded; and 

a controller operable to control quality of the decoded video signal by each 
picture, using the information. 
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26. (New) A signal receiving apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver operable to receive a baseband video signal having a decoded 
picture and operable to receive information specifying a picture encoding method of 
a predetermined standard used to encode a picture; and 

a controller operable to control quality of each decoded picture, using the 
information. 

27. (New) The signal receiving apparatus according to claim 25, wherein 
noise elimination is preformed for each picture by the controller. 

28. (New) The signal receiving apparatus according to claim 26, wherein 
noise elimination is preformed for each picture by the controller. 

29. (New) The signal transmission apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein the predetermined statndard is MPEG standard and the picture encoding 
method is discriminated by I, P, and B pictures. 

30. (New) The signal transmission apparatus according to claim 24, 
wherein the predetermined statndard is MPEG standard and the picture encoding 
method is discriminated by I, P, and B pictures. 

3 1 . (New) The signal transmission apparatus according to claim 23, 
wherein the predetermined standard is MPEG standard and the picture decoding 
method is discriminated by I, P, and B pictures. 

32. (New) The signal transmission apparatus according to claim 24, 
wherein the predetermined standard is MPEG standard and the picture decoding 
method is discriminated by I, P, and B pictures. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


International application No. 




PCT/JP01/06340 


A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 




int. CI 7 H04N11/06, 5/44 





According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classific ation and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
. Int. CI 7 H04N11/00-11/24, 5/38-5/63 



Documentation searched other than minirnum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1922-1996 Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1994-2001 

Kokai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-2001 Jitsuyo Shinan Toroku Koho 1996-2001 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



X 
Y 
A 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



JP 1-261989 A (Canon Inc.), 
18 October, 1989 (18.10.89), 
Full text; Fig. 1 
& US 5067010 A 

JP 6-10533 7 A (International Business Machines 
Corporation) , 

15 April, 1994 (15.04.94), 
Full text; Fig. 1 

& EP 581715 Al & CA 2094523 A 

& US 5909254 A 



JP 11-187034 A (Matsushita Electric Ind. Co. 

09 July, 1999 (09.07.99), 

Full text; all drawings (Family: none) 



Ltd.) 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-2 



1-2 



3 

11 
4-10, 
12-14 



^ Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. Q See patent family annex. 



1 Special categories of cited documents: 

A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

. considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the international filing "X* 
date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other a Y* 
special reason (as specified) 
"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later u Sc* 
than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
12 October, 2001 (12.10.01) 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 



Date of mailing of the international search report 
23 October, 2001 (23.10.01) 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 
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C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



uP 9-93505 A {Toshiba Corporation) , 

04 April, 1997 (04.04.97), 

Full text; all drawings 

El EP 766469 A2 & US 5790204 A 

Sc KR 97019591 A & TW 349313 A 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP01/06340 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is Iaclcing (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Claims 1-2 relate to a signal transmission system for encoding and 
transmitting a luminance signal and a color-difference signal, and receiving 
and decoding the transmitted luminance signal and color-difference signal . 

Claims 3-14 relate to a signal transmission system for outputting 
information on the performances of a signal reception device to a signal 
transmission device. 



1. Q*j As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. CH ^ a N searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. []J As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international 
search report is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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